
10 October 2017 

Principal Research Officer 

Chair of Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices 

Legislative Assembly 

Parliament House 

PERTH. 6000 

ATTENTION: 

Ms Amber-Jade Sanderson 

Chair of Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices 

Dear Ms Sanderson 

I am writing to support of any laws that will allow voluntary euthanasia or assisted dying in 

Western Australia . I feel so strongly about this that I've been a member of the Euthanasia Society 

for many years. 

I have personal experience of family, friends and acquaintances who have endured horrible 

suffering, prolonged by medication or chemo, when there was no cure. People who preferred 

and wished to die, but couldn't because there was no help to do so. That's why many people, 

especially old people with no quality life expectancy, consider suicide. 

I've seen old people, many with strokes and Alzheimers with no quality life, no awareness, 

languishing in high care facilities for years and years. Not to mention so many suffering with 

incurable cancer. 

Doctors can technically not assist in expediting death as they will be breaking the law. 

I believe that In the case of severe strokes where people can't talk or walk and merely exist and 

languish in high care facilities, sometimes for years, should have the opportunity if they 

expressed the wish whilst of sound mind and before a stroke, that they would prefer to have a 

peaceful death. 

In such a case a legal document could be prepared by a lawyer and signed, so that a caring child 

or next of kin can make the decision for euthanasia to take place, in accordance with the 

parent/patient' s decision, to take place. Many people suffer TIA's or have a family history of 

stroke. This is regarded as 'pre-existing' and the 'big one' could follow. 
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Where no legal provision has been made a person suffering a severe stroke and virtually remain

in a 'vegetative' state (unable to speak or walk) can linger in high care for years to great cost to

the Government.

There are different needs for euthanasia, certainly in cases of horrible and painful suffering, such

as cancer.

Individuals should have the right to have a peaceful death without prolonged pain and suffering.

Suitable palliative care should be available to those who want it. One should be able to be able

to get medical help for a peaceful death as long as he/she is competent and have been informed

of alternatives.

If no longer competent and having expressed the wish beforehand for an assisted and peaceful

death, that this should be honoured and executed under medical supervision.

Thank you for considering my submission.

I am not available for a personal appearance before your committee and trust that the

opinions expressed will be taken into consideration.

Many countries and states in America have already passed such a bill. Australia is lagging behind.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Marguot Scott
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